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1879. as I am is to me inexplicable." l Frere is, perhaps
naturally, unjust to Parliament, where cowardice
never pays. Lord Elcho and Mr. Evelyn Ashley
did themselves honour by defending him. from
opposite sides of the House. The Government
would have been more respected and not more
unpopular if they had stood manfully by him from
the first. In South Africa he had the support of
i* public opinion, which he lacked at home. It was
not indeed unanimous. Sir Henry Bulwer dis-
agreed with Frere's apprehension of danger from
the Zulus. Bishop Merriman of Grahamstown
went on this subject with Bishop Colenso, whom
on ecclesiastical and theological grounds he re-
nounced as a traitor and a heretic. But the Prime
Minister and Legislature of Cape Colony, both
before and after a General Election, were on the
High Commissioner's side. Nor was it forgotten
that this reckless fomentor of native wars, as pre-
judice stigmatised him at home, had dismissed
the Ministry of Mr. Molteno for attacking natives
without an adequate cause, and shooting prisoners
without even a drum-head Court-Martial, Mean-
while the military situation had begun slowly to
improve. Colonel Wood drove back large forces
of Zulus with great loss at the end of March from
Gingihlovo and Kambula.2 In the middle of April
reinforcements arrived from England. But Lord
Chelmsford, having been unduly rash, had now
become excessively cautious, and thg summer was
well advanced before he began to retrieve his
position. Before he had gone far an unhappy
accident cast a gloom upon the campaign. The
Death of son of Louis Napoleon, called by his friends the
imperki/'ce Prince Imperial, who had been a cadet at Wool-

1  Martineau's Life ofFrere3 ii. 325.

2  At GingihlGvo the gallant Boer Captain, Piet Uys, was killed
fighting on the British side.